
  

Casey King’s art displayed in Seattle
by  PAMELA THOMPSON   on 4/19/2012 11:15 AM
Category: Applause; Student News; Stories with photos

  

Most of us at age 13 don't have artwork displayed in an art gallery and Starbucks

Seattle. But Casey King does. 

The 13-year-old seventh grader at Stewart Middle School has 

was diagnosed this past fall. Casey's original diagnosis was ADHD in first grade, but the standard 

medications didn't address the problems he had dealing with the world. By fifth grade, he had turned into 

an apathetic, angry young man. 

When his father randomly picked up The Autism book by Robert W. Sears, he realized Casey had 

Asperger Syndrome. That began the King family's journey to understanding Casey's challenges and they 

searched for the best doctors, therapis

Web site. 

The one thing that has been constant in Casey's life is art, which he has enjoyed since he was a toddler. In 

seventh grade, his parents transferred him to Stewart which better suited his autistic condition. With the 

guidance and encouragement of his art, s

and he started to fully engage in school and the world around him.

"Casey's therapist suggested we check out the

specializes in artists on the autism spectrum," said Sandie King, Casey's mother." Before we knew it, they 

offered to show Casey's art!" 

Casey and his mother go twice a week to the art gallery for mentoring with the gallery o

volunteer who show Casey techniques and different media.

"He had really expanded his art from simple doodles to real pieces ready to sell," King said.

At the moment, the gallery has an installation at the Starbucks at 400 Occidental Ave. in Seattle in honor 

of Autism Awareness Month (April), and Casey has two pieces on display at the coffee shop.
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He will also be showing at the gallery's permanent installation at the downtown Brooks Brothers store, 

1330 5th Ave., Seattle, in the next few months, and there will be others. 

Casey and his artwork were featured in the April 11 edition of Seattle City Living story "Autistic artists 

share a gift from the HeART." 

"The icing on Casey's cake came when Channel 13 Fox interviewed him for a story about art and autism 

that aired April 16," King said. 

 

Casey King, a seventh grader at Stewart Middle School, has the honor of having his artwork 

displayed at HeART of the Spectrum gallery in Seattle, a gallery that works with autistic 

artists. 

 

 



A Seattle Starbuck's displays Casey's "Lost at Sea" and "Lightning" (below) during April which is Autism 

Month. 

 

 

 

Casey uses a variety of media for his artwork and is learning more through the owners of 

HeART of the Spectrum gallery and volunteer mentors. 

(this article appeared in the Tacoma School District Webucator Newsletter – April 2012) 

  

 


